
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRA response to Police Scotland’s pre-consultation  
 
 
Background 
 
The Children's Hearings System is Scotland’s distinct system of child protection and youth justice. Among 
its fundamental principles are: 

 whether concerns relate to their welfare or behaviour, the needs of children or young people in 
trouble should be met through a single holistic and integrated system  

 a preventative approach, involving early identification and diagnosis of problems, is essential  

 the welfare of the child remains at the centre of all decision making and the child’s best interests are 
paramount throughout 

 the child’s engagement and participation is crucial to good decision making  
 
SCRA operates the Reporter service which sits at the heart of the system. SCRA employs Children's 
Reporters who are located throughout Scotland, working in close partnership with panel members and 
other professionals such as social work, education, the police, the health service and the courts system. 
 
SCRA’s vision  is that vulnerable children and young people in Scotland are safe, protected and offered 
positive futures. We will seek to achieve this by adhering to the following key values:  

 The voice of the child must be heard 

 Our hopes and dreams for the children of Scotland are what unite us 

 Children and young people’s experiences and opinions guide us 

 We are approachable and open 

 We bring the best of the past with us into the future to meet new challenges.  
 
 
Response  
 
The partnership between the Police and SCRA is a critical one, enabling us to work together constructively 
in many different areas both nationally and at a local level. For example, we have worked together on he 
development and implementation of the new Concern Hubs, which decide which children and young 
people need to be referred to the Reporter. SCRA welcomes therefore the opportunity to contribute to 
Police Scotland’s consultation on Strategic Priorities. In order to inform our response, we drew on 
experiences of this national work as well as consulting with Reporter Managers in each of our nine 
Localities about live and relevant issues in their own areas.  
 
The main issues and priorities raised at locality level are as follows: 

 Effective functioning of Concern Hubs, to ensure the right children are referred at the right time with 
the right information to support decision making   

 Ongoing implementation of GIRFEC arrangements 

 Greater shared understanding of the dynamics of domestic abuse and the impact on children 

 Child sexual abuse 
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 Human trafficking 

 Agreement over attendance at children’s hearings 
 
 
These issues reflect and tie together into a broader theme around Police engagement with the children’s 
hearings system and issues relating both to offending and welfare based referrals. Currently Priority 1 
seems to incorporate this area of work and would also include current national activity around the possible 
raising of the minimum age of criminal responsibility and the discussions about stop and search. We 
therefore remain particularly supportive of this priority and hope to see it continued within the next set of 
Police Priorities. We look forward to responding in more detail to the formal consultation in the summer.  
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