
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRA response to the Scottish Government’s consultation  
 
 
Background 
 
The Children's Hearings System is Scotland’s distinct system of child protection and youth justice. Among 
its fundamental principles are: 

 whether concerns relate to their welfare or behaviour, the needs of children or young people in 
trouble should be met through a single holistic and integrated system  

 

 a preventative approach, involving early identification and diagnosis of problems, is essential  
 

 the welfare of the child remains at the centre of all decision making and the child’s best interests are 
paramount throughout 

 

 the child’s engagement and participation is crucial to good decision making  
 
SCRA operates the Reporter service which sits at the heart of the system. SCRA employs Children's 
Reporters who are located throughout Scotland, working in close partnership with panel members and 
other professionals such as social work, education, the police, the health service and the courts system. 
 
SCRA’s vision  is that vulnerable children and young people in Scotland are safe, protected and offered 
positive futures. We will seek to achieve this by adhering to the following key values:  

 The voice of the child must be heard 

 Our hopes and dreams for the children of Scotland are what unite us 

 Children and young people’s experiences and opinions guide us 

 We are approachable and open 

 We bring the best of the past with us into the future to meet new challenges.  
 
 
Response  
 
SCRA welcomes the Scottish Government’s consultation paper on possible reforms of the Rehabilitation of 
Offenders Act and the general tone of its content in relation to youth offending. However, we are surprised 
that the paper contains no reference, even in passing, to how the Act applies to children whose offending is 
addressed via the children’s hearings system. This is a significant omission and is likely to leave those with 
an interest in this area wondering about progress and timescales. It would have been helpful to ensure that 
the work done on this area, albeit by a different team within the Scottish Government, was reflected and 
the most up to date position presented.  
 
The Children’s Hearings (Scotland) Act 2011 resulted in significant changes being proposed to the way the 
Rehabilitation of Offenders Act operates in relation to the Children’s Hearings System. In particular, 
accepted or established offence grounds were to be treated as Alternatives to Prosecution (ATPs) instead 
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of convictions. This means that in most cases they would become spent 3 months after the Hearing. 
However, if the offence committed is on the list set out in regulations, it may still appear on a disclosure 
check when applying for some jobs. This was done in order to ensure that information relating to more 
serious sexual or violent offences could continue to be taken into account when someone was applying to 
work with children for example.  
 
We note however with disappointment that the changes introduced by the 2011 Act have still yet to be 
implemented. We recognise that some of this delay was due to the need for an Order to be passed by the 
Westminster Parliament. We also accept that there is an argument for  seeking to ensure that the changes 
made in relation to the hearings system mesh conceptually and in practice with those proposed for the 
criminal system, but the delay in implementation is becoming significant. We are keen therefore to see the 
process come to a conclusion and the necessary reforms  brought into force as soon as possible so that 
children and young people can begin to benefit from the changes.  
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