
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCRA response to the Scottish Government’s consultation  
 
 
Background 
 
The Children's Hearings System is Scotland’s distinct system of child protection and youth justice. Among 
its fundamental principles are: 

• whether concerns relate to their welfare or behaviour, the needs of children or young people in 
trouble should be met through a single holistic and integrated system  

 
• a preventative approach, involving early identification and diagnosis of problems, is essential  

 
• the welfare of the child remains at the centre of all decision making and the child’s best interests are 

paramount throughout 
 
• the child’s engagement and participation is crucial to good decision making  

 
SCRA operates the Reporter service which sits at the heart of the system. SCRA employs Children's 
Reporters who are located throughout Scotland, working in close partnership with panel members and 
other professionals such as social work, education, the police, the health service and the courts system. 
 
SCRA’s vision  is that vulnerable children and young people in Scotland are safe, protected and offered 
positive futures. We will seek to achieve this by adhering to the following key values:  

• The voice of the child must be heard 
• Our hopes and dreams for the children of Scotland are what unite us 
• Children and young people’s experiences and opinions guide us 
• We are approachable and open 
• We bring the best of the past with us into the future to meet new challenges.  

 
 
Response 
We welcome the opportunity to comment on the draft Letter of Rights and the discussion paper issued by 
the Scottish Government. We welcome and fully support the idea that individuals arrested and detained by 
the police should have their rights made clear to them in an easily comprehensible and accessible format. 
This is particularly important in the relatively rare cases where children are arrested and detained.  We 
have suggested that our preferred option is a separate letter or leaflet for children and young people, but 
believe that it will be important, whichever option is decided upon, to test that document with young people 
as part of the development process.  
 
 
Content 
We would note that in order to properly and fully explain the relevant rights and processes, significantly 
different content is required for children than for adults. We are of the view that the easiest way to ensure 
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that all the information required by a child in police custody is captured is to provide a separate letter or 
information leaflet for children and young people. We would suggest that three letters/leaflets could be 
produced. One for 8-11 year olds, one for 12-15 year olds and one for 16-17 year olds. This would 
minimise the risk of a child being confused or made apprehensive due to misunderstanding which parts of 
the letter applied to them. We do not believe that selecting the correct letter depending on whether the 
person in custody is a child or not would be an unduly onerous duty for police officers.  
 
We would also suggest that some information will be needed for adults fulfilling the Appropriate Adult role 
to ensure that they are aware of what their role is and how they can appropriately support the child or 
young person.  
 
 
Lay-out  
In terms of the current draft, the way in which the content is ordered currently feels a little disjointed. For 
example, it would be clearer if there was just one section about the right to a lawyer, rather than this 
information being split across a number of sections and there being, as a result, a lot of repetition.  
 
We would suggest that the Letter is split into three sections: 

• A one-page summary of “Your Rights” 
• What you can expect at the police station  
• What might happen (covering questioning and what happens next – this could be done in a flow 

chart format for ease of understanding) 
 
 
Conclusion 
We welcome the publication of the draft Letter as a starting point for discussions and we look forward to 
being involved in the development of separate information materials for children and young people. We 
would direct attention to the range of age-appropriate information materials held on SCRA’s website 
(www.scra.gov.uk) which give examples of what can be achieved.  
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