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The Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration’s (SCRA’s) Annual Report 2010/11 reveals 

that the number of children and young people being referred to the Reporter fell for the 

fourth consecutive year. 

 

SCRA’s Annual Report 2010/11, which is published today, follows on from the Official 

Statistics published in June. The Annual Report includes a detailed statistical analysis of the 

year.  

 

The number of children and young people referred in 2010/11 was 39,217 compared to 

42,532 in 2009/10 – a reduction of 7.8%. Despite this reduction, this is still 4.3% of the 

Scottish child population. 

 

The vast majority of children and young people continue to be referred to the Reporter 

because of concerns about their welfare. In 2010/11, 33,710 children were referred on care 

and protection grounds, while 8,126 were referred on offence grounds (these figures include 

2,619 children who were referred on both grounds).  

 

The two most common grounds for referral continued to be that the child was a ‘victim of a 

Schedule 1 offence’ (16,847 children) and lack of parental care (13,006 children). 

 

More than 13,000 children and young people are on compulsory supervision with 13,474 

Supervision Requirements in place in 2010/11.  

 

Neil Hunter, SCRA’s Principal Reporter/Chief Executive, said: “There continues to be a 

significant number of children and young people who require compulsory measures of 

intervention in their lives - this equates to 1.5% of all children in Scotland.  

 

“There is also a concern about the length of time children and young people are on 

supervision. Our figures show that significant numbers of children and young people remain 
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on supervision for more than five years. Supervision should be a short to medium term 

measure to improve a child’s situation, not a long term solution where they require 

compulsory intervention for several years. Therefore, this is an issue which we have started 

to explore with our partners in the Hearings System.” 

 

As previously highlighted in our Official Statistics, there continues to be significant numbers 

of younger children coming to the attention of the Reporter.  

 

SCRA’s Chair Carole Wilkinson, said: “Over the last few years we have seen proportional 

increases in the number of very young children referred to the Reporter, mainly due to lack 

of parental care or because they are the victims of offences. 

 

“A total of 4,839 children aged under two years were referred in 2010/11, this amounts to 

12.4% of all the children referred in the year. In addition, the number of children with Child 

Protection Orders (CPOs) increased for a third year to 678 in 2010/11, compared to 665 in 

2009/10. “ 

 

NOTES TO NEWS EDITORS: 

SCRA’s Annual Report is now available at www.scra.gov.uk. It includes a full statistical 

analysis report and the audited annual accounts. 

For more information, please contact Maryanne McIntyre, SCRA’s Press and 

Communications Manager on 0300 200 1560 / 07780 957471 or email 

Maryanne.mcintyre@scra.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
The Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration (SCRA) is at the centre of the Children’s 

Hearings System – the child protection and youth justice system for children in Scotland. 

The Children’s Hearings System aims to protect the safety and welfare of children, and 

where appropriate, address their behaviour. 

 

Focused on children most at risk, SCRA’s purpose is to: 

 

• Make effective decisions about a need to refer a child to a Children’s Hearing. 

• Enable children and families to participate in Children’s Hearings. 
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• Provide suitable accommodation and facilities for Children’s Hearings. 

• Disseminate information and data to inform and influence outcomes for children and 

young people. 


